
Letter from the Executive Director 

Even before biotech crops were commercially available, the plant science
industry supported strong stewardship programs and responsible management
for biotech-derived products. CropLife International and its members and
partners are committed to proactive risk management and product safety in order
to help ensure the benefits of biotech crops are enjoyed by farmers, consumers,
and the environment today and for years to come. 

This is why more than two years ago the leading agricultural biotechnology
providers developed and signed the Compact – a binding, voluntary commitment
to stewardship that provides the international community with an innovative,
science-based tool for addressing claims of potential damage to biodiversity from
biotech-derived crops. The Compact has been hailed as “an unprecedented and
unique demonstration of corporate social responsibility” and a “win-win”
approach to international dispute resolution by influential legal scholars and
leaders on the international stage.

In 2012, Compact members worked closely with stakeholders worldwide to
advance the program’s goals. Although the Nagoya-Kuala Lumpur Supplementary
Protocol on Liability and Redress was finalized in 2010, United Nations (UN)
member states continue to examine its ratification and implementation
at the national level – a process that can take years. This gap between finalization
and national implementation creates a potential void for liability and redress
mechanisms in national law in many countries – the plant biotechnology industry
is proud to provide UN member states and any country which is a member of
the World Trade Organization with the liability and redress option of the Compact.
It provides not only a model approach for states to follow, but a tool which is
immediately available to them in the unlikely event that the need should arise.

As 2013 begins, CropLife International is proud to share an update on 2012
Compact activities and accomplishments. Thank you for your continued support
and interest.

Sincerely,

Sarah Lukie
Executive Director, The Compact www.biodiversitycompact.org
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unlikely event
that the need
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Executive Director,
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First Meeting of Compact Advisory
Committee

The Compact was not
created in isolation. From
the beginning, the plant
science industry sought
input from states,
international organizations,
the public sector research
community, small and
medium-sized enterprises,
and other stakeholders to ensure that the Compact serves not only industry
interests, but also those of the global community. The Compact’s Advisory
Committee was initiated to ensure The Compact incorporates the perspectives
of all these stakeholders and remains informed of a wide range of viewpoints.

In February 2012, 18 representatives from these stakeholder groups and
organizations convened in Tokyo, Japan for the inaugural meeting of the
Compact Advisory Committee. This three-day, high-level event provided a first-
hand opportunity for Compact Members and staff to listen, learn and
brainstorm with some of the most influential leaders in the global biodiversity
community. Discussions focused on several topics, including the issue of
access to Compact membership by organizations of different sizes and scopes.
Recommendations of the Committee helped define much of the year’s
activities.

One recommendation was to expand the Advisory Committee to include new
perspectives. The Compact is pleased to have welcomed two new members to
the Advisory Committee in 2012 – Dr. Gerard Barry, Golden Rice Project
Leader and Network Coordinator, International Rice Research Institute, the
Philippines, and Dr. David Hafashimana, Senior Research Officer, National
Agricultural Research Organisation, National Forestry Resources Research
Institute, Uganda. Both new members provide the Compact leadership with
unique perspectives on the Compact’s mandate and its utility for public sector
researchers in developing countries.
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Compact Advisory
Committee

An important pillar of the
Compact’s governance, the
Compact Advisory Committee
serves to provide external advice
and counsel to the Executive
Committee on issues ranging from
the overall operation of the
Compact, to membership criteria
and accessibility, financial matters,
and selection of independent
scientific experts for arbitration
proceedings. Committee members
include individuals, serving in their
personal capacity, from: 

n States

n Regional or international
governmental organizations

n Small and medium-sized
enterprises

n Public and private research
entities

n Non-governmental organizations

n Stakeholders (e.g., grain trade,
processors, growers)

n Compact members

A full listing of the Compact
Advisory Committee members can
be found at

www.biodiversitycompact.org.



The original Compact was adopted in 2010, prior to the
finalization of the Nagoya-Kuala Lumpur Supplementary
Protocol on Liability and Redress (SPLR). At its February
meeting, the Compact Advisory Committee suggested
that Compact language be revised to create greater
consistency between the Compact and the SPLR, in
particular with regard to certain key terms, concepts and
conditions within the final document. The goal was to
make the Compact as consistent with the SPLR as
possible given the intent of the Compact, and thereby
more accessible and relevant to states looking to
implement its provisions.

Over the course of several months, proposed revisions to
the Compact text were offered by Advisory Committee
members as well as staff, a wide variety of stakeholders
and the Permanent Court of Arbitration. The end result
is an amended text that incorporates language and
concepts which largely mirror the SPLR. The Second
Amended Text of the Compact was formally adopted by
members in September 2012. 

A summary of all changes to the Compact adopted in the
Second Amended Text can be found on the Compact’s
website – www.biodiversitycompact.org

Second Amended Text of the Compact Adopted

www.biodiversitycompact.org

Stewardship, both its concept and its practice,
is at the core of the Compact. Members of the
Compact are committed to – and held
accountable for – implementing rigorous
stewardship practices to help assure the safety
and responsible use of plant biotechnology. 
To the plant science industry, the term
“stewardship” is well-known – it is defined as
the ethical way to manage biotech-derived
plant products from their discovery and
development, to their use and eventual
discontinuation. But the word “stewardship”
does not always translate easily into other
languages.

At the recommendation of the Compact
Advisory Committee, the Second Amended Text
of the Compact includes a sentence clarifying
“stewardship” for the benefit of all parties. The
concept of stewardship is only now emerging in
many world jurisdictions. The Advisory
Committee members recommended that the
Compact further explain the concept of
stewardship in a way that it is relevant to all
potential Compact members. It is explained as
an “ethic that includes one’s commitment to
and implementation of responsible product life
cycle management of a living modified
organism.”

Stewardship Clarified



The Implementation Guide to
Nagoya-Kuala Lumpur
Supplementary Protocol on Liability
and Redress

While the Compact team was working to revise the Compact text to reflect the
final language in the SPLR, CropLife International completed another
important tool for the international community: the Implementation Guide to
the Nagoya-Kuala Lumpur Supplementary Protocol on Liability and Redress
(“Implementation Guide”). The Implementation Guide is a detailed “how-to”
manual to assist governments in developing mechanisms for addressing
damage to biodiversity that conform to the SPLR, where none may exist today.

The Implementation Guide is currently the only capacity-building tool
available for states interested in implementing the protocol at a national level.
This guide has been reviewed and supported by the former co-chairs of the
SPLR, René Lefeber, Professor of International Environmental Law,
Amsterdam Center for Environmental Law and Sustainability, University of
Amsterdam and Jimena Nieto Carrasco, Professor, International Environmental
Law, Colombia. Both former co-chairs are members of the Compact Advisory
Committee.

Together, the Compact and the Implementation Guide offer a two-pronged
solution for countries – a mechanism available to be used by governments
today should the need arise, in addition to a detailed road-map for the future,
as they design and adopt their own mechanisms to address claims of damage
to biodiversity. These two documents form a basis for ongoing outreach efforts
by Compact members and staff, through both CropLife International network-
supported activities and official meetings organized by the SPLR Secretariat,
Parties, and other governments. 
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We welcome the

publication of this

[Implementation] Guide

which, in our view,

constitutes a valuable

tool for governments to

better understand and

consequently better

apply at the domestic

level the provisions of

the Supplementary

Protocol. The authors

have done an excellent

job in making

accessible to a broader

public…the provisions

of the Supplementary

Protocol, and therefore

promoting and

facilitating the

understanding of the

Treaty for the benefit

of the conservation

and sustainable use of

biological diversity

around the world.

René Lefeber and
Jimena Nieto Carrasco,
co-chairs of the 2010
Supplementary Protocol
negotiations
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Chinese Outreach Trip & Seminar on
Liability and Redress

In August 2012, Sarah Lukie, Executive Director of the Compact, was invited
to participate in a seminar addressing the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety,
the Compact, and implementation of the SPLR in Beijing. The seminar was
organized by the Chinese academic community in conjunction with the
Ministry of Environmental Protection (MOEP) and CropLife China. Participants
included officials and scientists with the MOEP, Ministry of Agriculture (MOA),
Nanjing Institute of Environmental Science (NIES), and the Chinese Academy
of Inspection and Quarantine (CAIQ). 

This seminar represented an important achievement for the Compact, as it
marked one of the first opportunities for Compact staff to work closely with
government and public researchers, discuss the clear connection among the
Compact, SPLR and national efforts, and demonstrate the commitment of
industry to support SPLR ratification and implementation. 

There were several very positive outcomes of the visit, including stronger
relationships between government officials, academia, and the CropLife
International global network, greater understanding and appreciation for the
Compact, and awareness of the Implementation Guide and other tools
available from CropLife International. 
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Making the Compact
Accessible in China

During the August 2012 seminar in
Beijing, participants requested that
CropLife International make the
Compact available in Chinese to
facilitate understanding and
accessibility at a local level.
CropLife International subsequently
developed a Chinese translation of
The Compact and made it available
at www.biodiversitycompact.org. 

The Second Amended Text of the
Compact is now available in four
languages: English, Chinese,
French, and Spanish.

Sarah Lukie, the Compact Executive Director, and the Liability and Redress
Workshop Members in Beijing.



MOP-6 Compact Event

The sixth meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety
(MOP-6), which took place in October 2012 in Hyderabad, India, represented
an important focal point of CropLife International’s outreach efforts regarding
the Compact last year. Working with local industry groups, member
representatives, and communications experts, CropLife International hosted
a side event during the proceedings featuring a briefing by Sarah Lukie,
Executive Director of the Compact. This event promoted the second amended
Compact text and launched CropLife International’s Implementation Guide.

The event was well-attended, with more than 50 representatives from
governments, the media, and other stakeholders. The program generated good
discussion amongst participants, excellent press coverage, and an opportunity
for CropLife International to showcase the depth of industry’s commitment to
stewardship and protection of biodiversity. The outreach event also highlighted
industry’s support for ratification of the SPLR by party countries. 

www.biodiversitycompact.org

The outreach
event promoted the
second amended
Compact text and
launched CropLife
International’s
Implementation Guide
to the Nagoya-Kuala
Lumpur
Supplementary
Protocol on Liability
& Redress…The
program generated
good discussion
amongst participants,
excellent press
coverage, and an
opportunity for
CropLife
International to
showcase the depth
of industry’s
commitment to
stewardship and
biodiversity.
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The Global Industry Coalition delegation at the MOP-6 Hyderabad Meeting.



New Compact Communications Tools

A key goal of the Compact staff, members, and committees is to facilitate familiarity, understanding, and accessibility
of the Compact with interested parties. Throughout 2011 and 2012, CropLife International has published a number of
tools to support outreach efforts including:

In October 2012, staff completed work on a Compact Communications Presentation. The completed slide set presents
the Compact in easy-to-understand terms, and is broken into topical sections to enable members, advisors, and others
to discuss a range of topics – from a broad-brush overview down to specifics – all in a common, agreed-upon fashion.

The Communications Presentation is available to anyone connected to the Compact for outreach purposes. To obtain
your copy of this new outreach tool, contact Sarah Lukie, Executive Director. 

www.biodiversitycompact.org

n A standalone website,
www.biodiversitycompact.org

n Translations of the Compact
in French, Spanish and
most recently, Chinese. 

n A “Frequently Asked
Questions” document.



Benefits of the Compact

n A clear-cut and science-based
process for filing claims

n Timely, efficient and effective
handling of claims

n Fair to both States and Compact
members, including binding
arbitration and consent to jurisdiction

n All decisions made by independent
commissioners and arbitrators

n Assurance of Compact members’
financial ability to respond

n Member-supported enforcement of
an award if a claim is successful

n Reimbursement of arbitration costs
on successful claims for developing
and megadiverse states

Contact Information

Sarah Lukie
Executive Director
The Compact
sarah.lukie@croplife.org

Deb Carstoiu
Director of Communications
The Compact
deb.carstoiu@croplife.org

The Compact is a binding contract among agricultural biotechnology
providers that offers a fair and efficient process for addressing
potential claims of damage to biological diversity caused by living
modified organisms (LMOs). Signed in 2010, this agreement offers
States a legally binding mechanism for seeking redress from a liable
party if its release of an LMO causes damage. The Compact
demonstrates biotech companies’ confidence in the safety of their
LMOs and commitment to protect biodiversity.

Members

For a list of Executive, Technical and Advisory Committee members, visit www.biodiversitycompact.org


