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The Compact: 
An International System for Addressing 

Damage to Biological Diversity 
 
 
Biotech crops have been planted for more than a decade on over two billion acres of 
land without any damage to biological diversity.  More than 12 million farmers 
worldwide have benefited from growing biotech crops in creating a more sustainable 
world supply of food, feed, fibre and fuel.  The leaders in the plant science industry 
are confident in the safety of their biotech crops.  These crops provide significant 
benefits to the environment, and before commercialized, undergo careful assessment 
and review to prevent risks to biological diversity.   
 
 
 
As worldwide use of biotech crops continues to grow, questions have been raised 
about how countries would pursue claims alleging that a specific biotech crop caused 
damage to biological diversity:  How does a country take legal action?  Who is 
responsible for the damage?  How is the damage assessed?  What resolutions are 
possible?  Right now, most national and international laws do not have clear 
standards and procedures for answering these questions.   

In 2010 some leading plant biotech companies1 voluntarily 
addressed these questions, developing under the auspices 
of CropLife International standards and a process for 
evaluating claims alleging damage to biological diversity.   
 
The agreement, which is a binding contract signed by its 
members, is called the “Compact”.  The Compact requires a 
member to provide a remedy if it is proven under the 
agreement that a release of a biotech crop by that member 
caused the alleged damage.  To join, a member must have 
the financial capacity, through insurance or otherwise, to 
meet this obligation.   
 
 
1 BASF, Bayer CropScience, Dow Agrosciences, DuPont, Monsanto, and Syngenta. 
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Specifically, the Compact –  

Ø Provides countries with clearly defined rules for filing a claim and 
having its claim timely and independently evaluated and decided.  

Ø Assures countries that a member will provide a remedy if it can be 
shown through this objective science-based process that the release of a 
biotech crop by that Member caused the damage. 

Ø Provides opportunities for countries, NGOs and others to provide 
feedback on the Compact to assure that it achieves these goals.  

 

How Does the Compact Work?  Any State that is a member of the United Nations or 
the World Trade Organization can file a claim.  The State must show that a release of a 
biotech crop by a member caused measurable, significant, and adverse change to a 
species or ecosystem in that country.  There is a process for the country and Compact 
member to try to resolve the claim by agreement.  If the matter is not resolved, those 
parties will engage in arbitration before a Tribunal under the direction of the 
Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA), a long-established independent international 
arbitration body.  The arbiter’s decision is final. 
 
What Remedies Are Available?  The Compact provides for restoration or 
compensation.  The nature and extent of the remedy is related to the nature and extent 
of damage, the ability to remediate, the benefits of the biotech crop, and the financial 
limitations in the Compact.  All remedies are fully enforceable. 
 
How does the Compact Work with Liability Laws?  The Compact supplements 
national and international law and serves a specific purpose: to provide countries with 
the choice to pursue legal action against a member for damage to biological diversity 
either through the streamlined Compact process or through the legal system of their 
choice.  Claims for any other damage, such as personal injury or property damage, or 
against any other party would be pursued under other laws and are not affected by the 
Compact. 
 
What is the Future of the Compact?  Since introduced, the Compact has received 
significant support and valuable feedback from a variety of stakeholders.  Its 
members believe that countries and others in the international biotech community 
will find the Compact to be a valuable and effective system for resolving any disputes 
that may arise over damage to biological diversity. 
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